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The Origin and meaning of Tourism: Etymological study.

This paper is related to stress a discusbatween the concept of tourism and tourist
patrimony. Even though many resgar have investigatedishissue just a few have
guestioned the meaning indeed. Most likelgréhwould be some aspects and limitation
which were not be considered on this etyogical study. If so, they will be pending for
futures essays (approaches).
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Tourism: Originsand Meaning.

Theinfluence of Greece and Rome

In the old Greece {5— 7" centuries AD) two types @bcial strata existed: the
aristocrats and the slaves. The adstts enjoyed the privilege of tiszholéor leisure the
slaves the-scholé The Roman civilization appliedmsilar parameters to make the
distinction between #hcitizens and the nontidens: the citizens ladathe opportunity to
practice theotium (leisure) while theslaves practiced theeg-otium(negation of the leisure,
business) (Guzman, 1986:25)

During the 2° century in Rome, theivis (citizen) were engaged in two activities: the
occupatiq (engagement in trade, handlingradistrative issues etc), and tbgum, which
was similar to the-sholéwho devoted their time to thwium iltteratum(arts and poetry
etc.). All these activities weigharacteristic of the noblemamnopilis) whose activities
included active leisurar{utatio laborig, which were distinct from the athletic games, the
hunt, the bathrooms of vapa@il] characteristics of therofanum vulgusor passive leisure.
The Romans created the Forum, the Colisendithe Spas inside Rome, and similar to the
Greeks, they gradually began to displacertbenters of pleasure, toward places located
outside the main cities (peripheries). Gantellae and Hadriana were among the first
villages established as pleasure periphefibis resulted in building an entire chain of
villages for leisure purposes in the outskatshe big Roman cities, where patricians and
noblemen would rest and seek pleasprefanum vulguys

After the fall of the empire, theenasciment@15™17" centuries) introduced the
concept of the “humanist trip”, which was attempt to invigorate domestic culture with
acquisition of customs and manners of other ®whhe trip is coraved as a source of

knowledge by a threatened monarchy. One sughwvs the “grand todr(England - France -
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Italy - Germany and Low Countries), participgon this tour came from the noble and the
bourgeaisie.

Getino has observed that "...in the old &pe, leisure was an ideal...practiced by the
cultured elites and people in power...conceigsd necessary time for the enjoyment of
privileged few...lasted until the weakeningmarchy in the 18th century."” (Getino, 2002:
26). In this statement, we find a conceptugbsation, i.e., to travel doesn't imply to be a
tourist, and likewise tourism is associateithvnon-touristic activities. It won't be until 1841
that Thomas Cook offers the first trips fdeasure (in the modern sense of travel and
recreation) for the elites. Howeviryas only in the middle of the #&entury that tourism
took the form of mass pleasure trips. At thistémce, both senses will have to fuse in one
alone; the trip like synonym of pleasurelasir.

In 1900, France reduced its daily labod@hours, and in 1936, its labor law
recognized the rights to eapaid vacations. Around 1960, Iégeforms and technological
revolutions made more free time availabléatoorers, and the notion of mass tourism gained
strong support in contempoyasociety. (Houlot, 1961; Boyer, 1982; Lanquar, 1981; Jiménez

Guzman, 1986).

Etymological discussion

We can surmise that the roots of the wtialirism” comes from the old Saxon term
Torn (England). This word extends Tmrn-us(what gives turns) antlorn-are(to give
turns). The meaning of the word “torn” cantoeighly translated a&s“departure with the
intention of returning”. In praite, it referred to the restdeation) trips taken by peasants
during the 12 century (Fernandez Fuster, 1967). By the middle of tRectury, the
English noblemen used the term “turn” to refethe trips undertakefior education, search

and culture exploration. In realitthe purpose of the noblemen’s ttgpthe different parts of
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the kingdom was to acquire knowledge thaswaeful for govermig these areas (e.g.,
asserting power, imposing rules andukations, etc). The genesis of tlé&rand Tour"lies in
the early tours taken by the nobility. The termfi’ is abandoned in favor of the “tour”, a
French influence.

In Saxon, the nouns of the original verdre denominated with the suffier (writ-er,
speaker, etc). It is believed that during the"L@entury a noblemanhw goes on a trip and
returns to his/her place of departure would be callédra-er. Centuries later, during the era
of the bourgeoisie (18th andM8enturies) the terrar was substituted by Latisteand
Greekisme.During the 28 century the termtbur-ist’ and the act of touringtbur-isni are
conceived. These terms are widely adopte8pain. (Jiménez Guzman, 1986:32)
(Fernandez Fuster, 197@oyer, 1982)

But not all researchers agree with the above eggpilam for example for th8emitic
Schoolwhose main proponent is Arthur Houl@®61), the term tourism doesn't derive from
the Latin language but from tleéd Aramaic. According to Hoaot, in old Aramic, the term
Tur was used for the trip, exploration and movahwd people. This word had been used, for
the first time, when Moses begins his expeditio the lands of Canaén. Disagreeing with
Fernandez Fuster (1978), Hotlargues that the terfrur became widely adopted, almost at a
similar time period, by the Latin Eopean languages and Saxon.

Nevertheless, anothechool of thought - th®nomastic Schoel considers the origin
of the concept not from a linguistic perspecti rather links it to the last name of the
French aristocracypella Tour. According to this school, aft€arlos V signs a treaty with
England in 1516, in celebration of this evehg future king gives the Della Tour family
exclusive rights to conduct conential transport and related lnssses. Thus, Leiper (1983)

states that this family organized the firgb$rof English merchants continental Europe.

103



S RTR e-Review of Tourism Research (eRTR), Vol. 5, No. 5, 2007
W Review of Tourism Research http://ertr.tamu.edu

Theoretically, in this case tourism refersatoactivity linked to commercial displacement
(Jiménez Guzman, 1986).

The origin of the word “travel” is even mocentroversial. In Bglish, the term travel
is derived fromhalf travailen(from the verb to toil), which is originally from the French
travailler. Similarly, the word “journey” is deriveflom the old French “jornee”, which in
turn originates from the Latin vulgdiurnata (diurnum)hence the terrjour-ney-er
(traveler). In Italian, the term “travel” is translatedvaggio, which is derived directly from
the French wordiatgethat has its origin in old Frencsfeiage(voyage). The road finishes
(finally) in the term Latin viatum (with you in the trip). This way via that means road it is
annexed to with you it passes to forme tea of provisions for the trip, wiatico.

Thus, it is clear thathe etymology of the term tourisha@ tourism is influenced by three
classic languages. But considele disagreement exists amaufpolars of tourism as to the

origins of the concept and its interpretations.

I nter pretation from an economic per spective

When analyzed from a purely sociologipaint of view, the diplacement of people
(trip, migration or diaspora) has an elementanjunction with tourism. The migrant leaves
his/her place of habitual resialge (home) in search of tangglbr intangible resources which
cannot be found in the home environment. Imailar way, the tourist i¢self) displaced in
search of finding something exotic (landscapestoms, etc) thaiannot be found in the
home environment. However, this does not mbahan “epic adventure” can be considered
in the same line with a toigt vacation. For thiseason, it is necessary to examine the
distinction between the “trip” and the “tour”.

Historically, “trips” have arisen owf economic necessities. Jiménez Guzman

(1986,35-40) has proposed a conceptual higibtle trip. This concept proposes five
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developmental phases. The first phase isiwtreadismo (homg)hase, in which the man is
yet to appropriate a (physical) space. Hgihgto perfect his hunting tools and techniques
and gradually adopts cultivation, for whichaddishing a more permanent dwelling becomes
a necessity. During this lapse of time, his thas a very specific function, i.e., searching for
food. As the main activities wesssociated with hunting, it wast convenient to establish a
fixed territory; hunters pursued inghlirection of their preys.

In the second stage, themo pater familiegstablish the division of work and
specialization. The maiactivity of this group is agriculturdéor which a social organization
based on the clan and the exchange systentaislisked. This organizational form begins to
produce a surplus of goods and sees. They enter into a ped of crisis (or opportunity?),
as they realize that some people have the opptyrtionbecome rich, antb take either a part
or whole of that surplug-his gives rise to entregneurship and commerce.

During the third phase - tteetesanado (homo fabeperiod — a culture of servility
begins to take hold (i.e., nobilitys. ordinary). The notion of fistocratic rest" is gradually
established. The social orgaation is founded based on a principle, where the “being”
prevails. The organization takasighly feudal character. Thesgiacement for leisure for a
privileged group starts to occur.

In the fourth phase, capital accumuatrequires investments to extend the
production (commodity) chain. Bresult is industrialismhpmo proletariuswhich
introduces the ideas of work, bourgeoisie angrofetariat. This proess not only creates a
new social strata, it also breaks up the emtigec and social structures, which no longer
rotate around the “beinghut around “possessions”.

The fifth stage - socialisifhomo partner-turisticus} is characterized by the conflicts
between the privileged (bourgeoisie) and thmtars (proletariat)lThe struggles led to

economic prosperity and leisure time for thess®s, and a democratic form of recreation and
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tourism begins to hold grounds in the societyis@ventually turns leisure and travel into
unprecedented levels of global movement and activities.

Jiménez Guzman (1986:39) concludes thafrbm these points of view we can
assure then that there was a stage in the hulbeamg's life in that the word tourism didn't
mean absolutely anything; it is a non-tourist gaghose social facts of displacement were
tourist, but the history showss that the social facts displacement constitute the
antecedents of tourism...today, weelat a time in which the sial facts of displacement for

recreation and rest are dad tourist facts."

Conclusion.

Today the term tourism is widely usegdreports, research work, congresses,
symposia and publications reldt® social sciences. No doutitey have been lured by the
phenomenon in the past decades. Mass mediaisésothis term on a daily basis. In some
instances, tourism is so call&tie no-stack industry.” Hower, there is not yet a clear
definition about what tourism is abcarid where to trace back its origins.

Etymologically, three schools intended tadst the problem but even though they had
plentiful evidence no consensus has been unfortunately reached. The Latin School believes
the term tourism dates back to the Saxon téom,— which result confronts it with the
Semitic School which believes the term isaor is rooted in the old Aramaic tertayn. A
third school is involved in thidiscussion; it is the Onontasor British School where the
root of the term goes back to an olmtpbetween Charles V and the Dellatours’.

Beyond this debate on the etymological origiriha term, it is saithat the ancestors
of today tourists are the old travelers, emiggaahd conquerors of tipast centuries. This

assumption might be relatively enticing, busiundoubtedly fake. The underlying motives
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of the old travelers followed dynamics and inggsequite different from those of the modern
tourists.

In this connection, the thedieal model of Jiménez de Guzman has been used to set
the scopes and limitations for defining the difet evolution levels developed in mankind
until the stage where tourism consolideassa business and industrial activity.

Against this backdrop, it is wih underscoring that tourismas activity including traveling,
however not all traveling would be deemed aigidact. Some questions which need further
research are immediately rags Is tourism an industrighenomenon? Which scientific

bases and evidence lead to such statement?
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